





to facilitate non-motorized transportation, create win-win benefits to communities. Use
of hybrid powered or clean fleet is likewise desirable.

TRANSIT AND COMMUTER RAIL FUNDING

Funding for public transportation improvements comes primarily from federal transit
funds and RTA sales tax receipts and distributed locally to Metra and Pace. Additional
funding is also available through IDOT. Proposals for new commuter rail stations,
increased service, and commuter rail extensions are part of RTA’s overall long-range
planning process.
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Pace provides public transportation in the form of fixed route bus and paratransit services to
Northeaster Illinois. Pace’s ADA Paratransit Service is the largest in the country and is also the Regional
Rideshare Provider which operates the 2™ largest vanpool program in the United States. Pace was
created by reform legislation in late 1983 and began operating in Cook, Will, DuPage, Kane Lane and
McHenry counties in 1984. In 2006, Pace began operating paratransit service for individuals with
disabilities in Chicago, in addition to its already existing ADA paratransit and Dial-A-Ride services
provided in the collar counties.

Pace’s operating funding sources consist mainly of sales taxes and fare revenue. State and federal
grants and advertising revenues provide additional funds for service. Pace is the suburban bus division
of the RTA. The RTA in turn, is a financial review, oversight and planning agency for Pace, Metra and the
CTA. Pace is governed by a 13 member Board of Directors comprised of current and former suburban
mayors and the Commission of the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities for the City of Chicago

One of the biggest successes is its Vanpool incentive Program, which debuted in 1991. Groups save by
commuting to work in a van that is owned, insured and maintained by Pace, but driven by a vanpool
participant. In additional municipalities and townships can participate in a Municpal Van Pool operation
which involves different types of vehicle as well as a locally based service, similar to Dial-A-Ride.

Riding a Pace bus is an economical and environmentally responsible way to travel throughout
Northeastern lllinois. Riders can even call the RTA for help planning their trips





