


No new landfill development is foreseen in the llear

future in McHenry County. The COllllty continues

to encourage the establishment of waste transfer

stations within its borders lo 11elp reduce disposal

costs and provide new disposal options for county

residenls.

The County may wish to consider the formation of

a Solid Waste Agency for McHenry County to bet­

ter coordinate efforts of all levels of government

(municpal, township, and County) in their desire to

effectively handle solid waste.

Section 3.2 of the Intergovernmental Cooperation

Action {S ILCS 220j3.2} allows for allY 2 or more

municipalities, counties, or combination thereof to

establish a Municipal Joint Action Agency to provide

for efficient and environmentally sound collection,

transportation, processing, storage, and disposal of

mllnicipal waste.

Additionally, the Illinois Solid Waste Planning and

Recycling Act (415 [LCS IS/) gives counties primary

responsibility for solid waste management planning.
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Technology/
Communications
According to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for

Planning (CMAP), the Chicago region has a greater

number of high-tech jobs than any other metropoli­

tan region in the United States. CMAP also indicated

that those communities within the region that

ensure adequate telecommunications infrastructure

have a lremendous economic development advan­

tage over those communities that have no plans for

the future in place. A study by Jones Lang LaSalle

found that company executives ranked internet

infrastructure as one of the top factors for firms

choosing a facility location.

As the population of Mcl-Ienry County grows, and the

focus of the economy shifts away from manufactur­

ing to more knowledge intensive, Iligll-tech service

firms; the presence of a quality communications

infrastructure that is effective, efficient and readily

accessible is an increasingly critical factor in attract­

ing and retaining businesses with a skilled labor

force. Therefore, it is impOl·tant that the County and

all cOllllllunities witllin the County inventory their

respective telecommunications infrastructure and

develop plans to ensure their reliable accessibility to

all residents and businesses.

In addition to zoning controls, County and municipal

policymakers need to make sure that ordinances

concerning towers, poles, below ground cables, and

physical plants are enhancing and not hindering the

development of and access to infrastructure. They

should develop policies concerning local telecom­

munication needs, providers, services, competition,

and reasonable access to public right-of-way. Poli­

cies should ensure that a[1 classes of users, includ­

ing public agencies, school districts, government,

industries, businesses and homes are served.

In order to keep pace with technology, planners, and

policymakers need to stay abreast of rapid advances

in technology and communications such as WiFi and

wireless technologies.

Past Planning Initiatives
and Pertinent Entities
The creation ofa long-range transportation plan is

one of the fundamental prerequisites for obtaining

Slate and federal flll1ds for trclllsportat"ion improve­

ments. As such, the County's roadways have been

adeqllately planned for outside ohhe 2030 Plan.

Two such plans are the Year 2020 Transportation

Plan (2006) and Fiscal Year 2007-2011 Five -I'ear

Highway Im/lrovement Program (2006) discussed

previously in this section. Moreover, the County has

also adopted the previously mentioned McHenry

County Non·Motorized Transit Plan to account for its

transportation and other infrastructure needs out­

side of roadway maintenance and construction.
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Policy Statements
1. Encourage the creation of infrastructure which

work towards creating systems that are bal­

anced, efficient. adaptable, and low mainte­

nance.

2. Encoul"<lge bicycle boulevards where both bi­

cyclists and pedestrians move through barriers

while motorized vehicles are diverted to other

streets.

3. Encourage bicycle expressways and trail sys­

tems that function like freeway systems.

4. Encoll rage the narrowing of cerra in streets,

and/or the widening of certain streets in order

to add bike/pedestrian riding and walking lanes.

5. Encourage better-marked crosswalks, curb

extensions, pedestrian lighling, and other

complete street design improvements that pro­

vide better access to employment centers and

greater mobility for the elderly, the diabled, the

disadvantaged, and college students.
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6. Encourage the evaluation of cU1Tcntzoning,

building and other development codes, in both

the County and the municipalities, to ensure

those codes are enhancing, not hindering. the

development of, and access to, digital infrastruc­

ture.

7. Encourage all governmental units in the County

to adopt and support ordinances that will en­

hance all segments of the areas electric grid.

8. Encourage the exploration efforts of alternate

energy sources.

9. Promote the provision of affordable telecommu­

nications for all residents countywide.

10. Encourage intergovernmental agreements for

utility franchise agreements.

11. Encourage intergovernmental agreements be­

tween municipalities and the County for the pro­

vision of utilities In the unincorporated areas.

12. Encourage the support of Metra expansion.

13. Support Jigl1t rail where residential density is

adequate.

14. Encourage development of infrastructure (park

and ride, charging stations, alternative fuel sta­

tions, parking garages, etc.) to support emerging

transportation technologies.

15. Encourage improved roadway design and access

control via intergovernmental agreements and

cooperation regarding connectivity between

subdivisions and municipalities.

16. Encourage intergovernmental evaluation and

implementation of improved solid waste dis­

posal, recycling, and composting.

17. Encourage governmental coordination and sup­

port of the creation of a McHenry County Solid

V'laste Agency.

18. Explore the potential fora "reliever airport"

within McHenry County.
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