





Past Planning Initiatives

and Pertinent Entities

McHenry County’s 2010 Land Use Plan, last updated
in 1992, also deals with the subject of agricultural
land use. The 2030 Comprehensive Plan echoes
many of the goals set forth in the 2010 plan with re-
gard to agricultural protection. The 2010 plan desig-
nates specific areas wherein farm operations are to
be protected from non-farm land use activities and
explicitly states that prime farmland beyond poten-
tial municipal service areas is to be maintained. The
2010 plan also recognizes the appeal of agricultural
lands for residential use and discusses strategy for
steps when considering the conversion of farmland
to non-agricultural uses. The plan sought to mini-
mize farmland conversion by limiting zoning amend-
ments in agricultural areas to those areas within a

“reasonable distance of municipalities”.

While the 2010 Land Use Plan may have been in-
fluential in protecting the more remote agricultural
areas of the County, ultimately the plan’s power to
protect farmland near urbanizing communities was
limited. Cooperation and coordination with munici-
palities is a vital component of protecting agricul-
tural uses throughout the County. The County must
work with local governments to protect areas within

and adjacent their growing communities.

The County should utilize organizations such as the
McHenry County Farm Bureau as a sounding board
for the issues related to the success of local agricul-
ture and how the policies established in the Plan
can best be implemented. The Farm Bureau serves
as the local trade association for McHenry County

agricultural producers, providing its members with
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legislative representation as well as the opportu-
nity to participate in educational and networking
events. The Farm Bureau is a not-for-profit mem-
bership organization that represents the County’s
approximately 870 farming families on local, state
and national issues. The organization also has an es-
timated 8,500 non-voting members who pay annual
membership dues. Members of the Farm Bureau
held their first meeting in 1912, making McHenry
County the third in the nation to establish such an

organization.
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Policy Statements

1.

Recognize and support agriculture as an eco-

nomic priority throughout the County.

Utilize the Land Evaluation component of the
LESA system to identify highly productive agri-

cultural areas.

Establish a taskforce to ensure the land evalua-
tion component of the LESA system is consistent
with polices in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan
and create farmland protection policies based

on the land evaluation component.

Encourage right-to-farm legislation, support in-
centives to retain farmland, and further limit the
circumstances under which farming operations

may be deemed a nuisance.

Protect land best suited for farming from leap-
frog development and maintain agriculture as an
integral part of the County’s economy, landscape

and natural resource base.

Parcels with the greatest potential for produc-
tive agricultural use, being those with a LE score
of 80 or above, and lying in a contiguous area
with other such parcels, and providing the prop-
erties aren’t designated for residential institu-
tional, commercial or industrial development
on the County’s future land use map, should be
discouraged from being converted to nonagri-

cultural uses.
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10.

Where these properties are subject to fairly
immediate growth pressures (i.e., northeast-
ern, eastern and southeastern portions of the
County), the municipalities and the County
should consider the purchase of the develop-

ment rights.

Support planning initiatives that favor contigu-
ous, clustered development in concordance with
land-first principles in prime agricultural areas

that are to be developed.

Encourage funding for the Agricultural Con-
servation Easement and Farmland Protection
Program in McHenry County in order to take full
advantage of federal matching funds from the

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program.

Parcels with the greatest potential for produc-
tive agricultural use, being those with a LE score
of 80 or above, and lying in a contiguous area
with other such parcels, but outside the high
growth areas should be encouraged to place

their lands in Agricultural Protection Districts.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Encourage legislative incentives to place land

into Agricultural Protection Districts.

Encourage the use of County-produced farm
products through activities such as farmer’s
markets, farm stands, and urban produce mar-

kets.

Refine regulatory barriers to sales of locally

produced products.

Coordinate with municipalities to develop
standards that will result in an increase in the

amount of land being used for specialty crops.

Coordinate with municipalities to create incen-

tives for specialty crop production.

Support the creation of venues for the sale of
local goods such as farm stands and farmer’s

markets.

Coordinate with municipalities and other orga-
nizations such as the McHenry County Farm Bu-
reau to develop mechanisms for guiding prop-
erty owners in cooperatively planting, growing,

harvesting and marketing the crops.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Partner with the McHenry County Farm Bureau
and establish an educational program for county
residents that promotes the economic benefits
to the local economy regarding this new indus-

try.

Establish a taskforce to evaluate wind farms as a

means to enhance agricultural protection.

Obtain information regarding the site require-
ments for wind turbines, how to procure and
fund the installation of wind farms, and how to
integrate wind farms within the existing power

grid.

Support efforts to expand participation in the
Conservation Security Program and the Conser-

vation Reserve Program.

Continue joint participation with the US Natural
Resources Conservation Service and McHenry
County Soil and Water Conservation District in
educational programs regarding best soil con-
servation practices and improving rural water

quality.

Encourage the application of best management
practices to minimize soil disturbance and com-

paction and to help maintain biodiversity.
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